CONSTITUTION 


OF 

MCGRATH NATIVE VILLAGE COUNCIL 
PREAMBLE 

We, the Native people of McGrath, in order to secure 
for ourselves and our descendents recognition and establishment 
as an aboriginal people rightfully declaring what is ours under 
the laws of che United States of America, the State of Alaska, 
the Upper Kuskokwim Native Association and Tanana Chiefs Confer- 
ence, Inc; to enlighten the people of our area for a better 
understanding of the Native and their affairs; to act as a voice 
for the Native people and to act as an organization to conduct 
the affairs of the Native as it concerns different State and 
Federal legislation that directly or indirectly affects them, 
do establish this Constitution of the McGrath Native Village 
Council . 


ARTICLE ONE 
NAME 

This organization shall be known as McGrath Native 
Village Council. 


ARTICLE TWO 

LOCATION OF ORGANIZATION 

The location of this organization shall be located in 
McGrath, Alaska. 


ARTICLE THREE 
MEMBERS 

fs c e - t - i - o - n — li— Qwrl i l~i cat ' ons of Memhc rsh i p . The conditions and 

regulations for membership in this organization shall in- 
clude all of the following: 

(a) A member shall be of Eskimo, Indian or Aleut extraction 
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BY-LAWS 


OF 

MCGRATH NATIVE VILLAGE COUNCIL 

ARTICLE ONE 
MEETING OF MEMBERS 

Section 1. Regular Meetings . A meeting of the members shall 

be held at least one (1) time per month for the transaction 
of business as may come before the meeting or for the 
purpose of electing village council members which is_ in 
the month of January of every year. If the election of 
the village council is not held in the day(s) designated 
by notice for any regular meeting, or at any adjournment 
thereof, the village council shall cause the election to 
be held at a special meeting of the members as seen there- 
after as is convenient. 

Section 2. Special Meetings . Special meetings of the members 
may be called by the Chief or the majority of the village 
council members. 

Section 3. Notice of Meetings . Oral and written or printed 
notice stating the place, day and hour of any meeting of 
the members shall be given, either personally and/or 
posting, to each member entitled to vote at such meeting 
at the direction of the Chief or the majority of the 
village council members. The date of each regular or 
special meeting shall be designated two (2) days prior 
to such meetings. 

Section 4. Quorum . A quorum shall consist of a majority of 
members present in person or by proxy at any regular or 
special meeting. If a quorum is not present at any meeting 
of the members, a majority of the members present may ad- 
journ the meeting from time to time with two (2) days 
notice as provided by these by-laws. 




ARTICLE TWO 


VILLAGE COUNCIL 

Section 1. General Powers ♦ The affairs of the organization 
shall be managed by the village council except at a re- 
gular or special meeting of the members where the members 
present shall have the supreme governing authority of the 
village council, regulating and directing the policies, 
affairs, and objectives of the organization. 

Section 2. Number, Tenure, and Qualifications . The village 

council shall be made up of five (5) officers which .shall 
consist of a First (1st) Chief, Second (2nd) Chief, Third 
(3rd) Chief, a Secretary/Treasurer, and a Sargeant of Arms. 
The village council members must be members of the organi- 
zation. The tenure of the village council members shall 
be one (1) year or until their successors have been elected 
and have assumed office. 

Section 3. Regular Meetings . Regular meetings of the village 
council shall be no less than four (4) times a year. 

Notice of regular meetings shall be determined by the 
First (1st) Chief or by the majority of the village council. 

Section 4. Special Meetings . Special meetings of the village 

council may be called by or at the request of the First (1st) 
Chief or a majority of the village council members where the 
notice shall be determined by either. 

Section 5. Quorum . A majority of the village council members 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business 
at any meeting of the village council; but if less than a 
majority of the village council members are present at any 
meeting, a majority of the village council members present 
may adjourn the meeting from time to time until a quorum is 
established . 

Section 6. Village Council Decisions. The act of the majority 




of the village council members present at a meeting at 
which a quorum is present shall be the act of the village 
council . 

Section 7. Vacancies . Any vacancies occuring in the village 
council membership shall be filled by the members at a 
regular or special meeting of the members at which a 
quorum is present if the number of vacancies are two (2) 
or more. A ten (10) day period of notice must be posted 
before such meeting at which the election takes place. A 
village council member appointed to fill a vacancy shall 
serve for the unexpired portion of the term of his/her 
predeccessor . 

Section 8. Removal . Any village council member may be removed 
from the village council by a majority vote of the member- 
ship, whenever, in its judgment, the best interest of the 
organization would be served. 

ARTICLE THREE 
OFFICERS 

Section 1. Officers . The officers of the organization shall 
be a First (1st) Chief, Second (2nd) Chief, Third (3rd) 
Chief, Secretary/Treasurer, and a Sargeant of Arms and 
such other officers as may be elected in accordance with 
the provisions of this article. The village council may 
elect or appoint such other officers, including one (1) 
or more assistant secretaries and one (1) or more assis- 
tant treasurers, as it shall deem desirable, such officers 
to have the authority and to perform the duties prescribed 
from time to time by the village council. No two offices 
will be held by the same village council member. The 
officers must be members of the organization over the age 
of nineteen (19) years. 

Section 2. Election and Term of Office . The officers of the 
organization shall be elected by the general membership 
as provided for in Article One (1) of these by-laws. 
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Section 3. Removal . Any officer elected or appointed by the 
village council may be removed by the village council, 
whenever, in its judgment, the best interest of the 
organization would be served. Any officer elected by the 
general membership can be likewise removed as provided 
for in Article Two (2) , Section Eight (8) of these by- 
laws . 

Section 4. Vacancies . A vacancy in any office because of 

death, resignation, removal, disqualification, or other- 
wise, shall be filled by the general membership as 
provided for in Article Two (2), Section Seven (7) or 
Article Three (3), Section Three (3) of these by-laws. 

Section 5. First Chief . The First Chief shall preside at all 
meetings of the organization and be an ex-officio member 
of all committees of the organization; and perform all 
duties required of him as general supervisor of the 
organization. 

Section 6. Second Chief . The Second Chief shall, in the 

absence of the First Chief, or in the event of his/her 
inability or refusal to act, perform the duties of the 
First Chief, and when so acting, shall have the powers 
of and be subject to all restrictions of the First Chief. 

Section 7. Third Chief . The Third Chief shall, in the absence 
of the Second Chief and the First Chief, or in the event 
of their inability or refusal to act, perform their duties, 
and when so acting, shall have the powers of and be subject 
to all restrictions that they have. 

Section 8. Secretary-Treasurer . The principal duties of the 
Secretary-Treasurer will be to countersign all deeds, 
leases, and conveyances executed by the organization, affix 
the seal of the organization thereto and to such other 
papers as shall be required and directed to be sealed, to . 
keep a record of the proceedings of the village council, to 
safely and systematically keep all books, papers, records. 
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and documents belonging to the organization, to keep an 
account of all monies, credits, and property of any and 
every nature of the organization, to keep an accurate 
account of all monies received and disbursed and proper 
vouchers for monies disbursed, and to render such accounts, 
statements, and inventories of monies received and disbursed. 

Section 9. Sargeant of Arms . The Sargeant of Arms shall keep 

harmony, good fellowship, life and enthusiasm in all meetings 
of the organization. He/she shall fine members at meetings 
and there shall be no ruling from his/her decision in 
imposing such. When the Sargeant of Arms has the floor, 
all members and guests present shall be quiet and give due 
respect for what he/she says. He may physically remove 
any member that causes disorder in any meeting of the 
organization . 


ARTICLE FOUR 
COMMITTEES 

The village council may designate one (1) or more 
committees which, to the extent provided by such attorney, shall 
have and exercise the authority of the village council in the 
management of the organization; but the designation of such 
committees and the delegation thereto of authority shall not 
operate to relieve the village council, or any individual village 
council member, of the responsibility imposed on it or him/her 
by law. Other committees not having or exercising the authority 
of the village council in the management of the organization may 
be designated by the village council. Except as otherwise 
provided for in a village council resolution, members of such 
foregoing committees shall be members of the organization. Any 
members of any committee of the organization can be removed by 
the appointing authority, whenever, in its judgment, the best 
interest of the organization would be served by such action. 
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